
A ju ry  in  U .S .  D is t r i c t  Cour t  fo r
t h e  S o u t h e r n  D i s t r i c t  o f  N e w  Y o r k  f o u n d
f o r  C o n v e r s e  o n  a l l  i s s u e s .

S t a r t e r ,  a  m a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  s p o r t s
c l o t h i n g ,  h a d  s u e d  C o n v e r s e  i n  f e d e r a l
c o u r t  i n  N e w  Y o r k ,  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e
C o u r t  i s s u e  a  d e c l a r a t o r y  j u d g e m e n t
a g a i n s t  C o n v e r s e ,  a l l o w i n g  S t a r t e r  t o  u s e
i t s  “S  &  S ta r ”  l ogo  on  foo twear .   Converse
a r g u e d  t h a t  c o n f u s i o n  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i f
S t a r t e r  u s e d  i t s  m a r k  o n  f o o t w e a r  a n d
w o u l d  i n f r i n g e  o n  C o n v e r s e ’ s  “ S t a r ”
m a r k  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  i n  u s e  s i n c e  1 9 1 7 .
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  C o n v e r s e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e
c o m p a n i e s  h a d  a g r e e d  d u r i n g  n e g o t i a-
t i o n s  i n  1 9 9 2  t h a t  S t a r t e r  w o u l d  n o t  u s e
i t s  m a r k  o n  f o o t w e a r  a n d  C o n v e r s e
w o u l d  n o t  o p p o s e  S t a r t e r ’ s  r e g i s t r a t i o n
o f  i t s  m a r k  o n  s p o r t s w e a r .   

T h e  j u r y  f o u n d  f o r  C o n v e r s e  o n
b o t h  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  e q u i t a b l e
es toppe l  i s sues .

L i t i ga t ion  S t ra teg ies ,  L td .  ass is ted
n a m e d  p a r t n e r  H a r l e y  L e w i n  o f  L e w i n
a n d  L a y t i n  i n  j u r y  s e l e c t i o n ,  s t r a t e g y
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  g r a p h i c s ,  h e l p i n g  t o
b r i n g  t h i s  c a s e  t o  a  s u c c e s s f u l
c o n c l u s i o n .

• Strategic Research

• Witness Preparation

• Demonstrative Exhibits

Contac t  Dr .  Lou is  Genev ie  a t  (212)  489-4949
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